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SANTOSH SHINDE

0IL'S UP IN SMOKE

A major fire broke out at Indian Oil Corporation’s tube blending plant at Taloja in Navi Mumbai late on
Monday night. Security personnel alerted the local fire brigade, and it was doused by 7.30 am on Tuesday.
No casualties were reported. A preliminary probe indicates that the blaze was caused by a short circuit.




Indian Oil fire:
of fuel goes down the drain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 18

A MAIJOR fire broke out at the Indian Oil Cor-
poration (IOC) oil storage depot in Taloja at
Navi Mumbai on Monday night. It took the fire
officials over six hours to douse the fire. “The
fire began at about 2 am in the night”, according
to a fire official.

“It took almost six hours for the fire to be
douzed and at least 6-7 hours for the cooling oper-
ations,” said Regional Fire Officer, Devendra
Potphode.

While no casualties were reported, thousands
of drums carrying lubricant oil were destroyed.
According to officials, around 40,000-50,000
litres of lubricant oil got destroyed in the fire.

“Our strategy was to not allow the fire to
spread. The intensity of the heat was too much.
Somehow, we could control the fire and the
spread of fire,” said Devendra Potphode.

“The I0C plant is a lubricant oil blending
plant, where lubricants are blended and filled in
small cans and drums, besides filling specialty
lubes,” said Potphode.

“As the plant operates on a single shift from 8
am to 5 pm, the plant was shut down when the
fire broke out,” said Potphode.

According to a fire official, the blaze which was
noticed by security personnel, began from con-
tainers containing lubricant oil.

While only 12 fire engines were rushed to the
spot, the fire brigade used water tankers from the
IOC depot itself, according to a fire official,

“Unless we investigate the matter, the cause of
the fire cannot be deduced,” said Potphode.

Over a year back, in October 2009, at least ten
people were killed and more than a hundred in-
jured in a similar fire at the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion depot on the outskirts of Jaipur.

40,000 litres

REUTERS

What remained of the depot after the fire
was brought under control on Tuesday
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§ HEAT OF THE MOMENT

NARENDRA VASKAR

Firemen try to control a blaze that broke out at a | The fire was contained after about six hours and no one
lubricant-filling depot of Indian Oil Corporationin Navi | was injured. However, around 50,000 litres of lubricant
Mumbai on Tuesday morning. oil was destroyed in the blaze. REPORT PAGE 3
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Firemen contain Taloja 10C

blaze in 6 hrs, avert disaster

Vijay Singh |tnn

Navi Mumbai: The fire that
broke out at Indian 0il Corpo-
ration’s lube-oil blending
plant at Taloja early on Tues-
day was controlled and con-
tained within a small area by
firemen inaspan of six hours.

Had it taken more time to
douse the blaze, abigger disas-
ter was imminent, said offi-
cials, adding that no one was
injured in the incident.

“This was by far the big-
gest fire mishap in the MIDC
zone. The exploding lube oil
drums compounded our prob-
lems,” said MIDC divisional
fire officer (Konkan region)
Devendra Potphode, adding
that 15 fire engines from Ka-
lamboli and Ambarnath were
pressed into service through
the night. According to Pot-
phode, their main concern
was to contain the fire within
the affected area of 3,000 sq
metres of oil blending and
packingzone, “WithintheIOC
plant, there is a huge godown
that is used for storing nearly
200 kilolitres of oil. Inciden-
tally, the godown is perilously
close to the spot which was up
inflames. We successfully pre-
vented thefirefrom spreading
hetween 2 am and 8 am; after
which the cooling operations
began,” said Potphode.

A N Jha, IOC's general
manager of corporate com-
munications and branding,
told TOI, “The exact cause of
the fire or the extent of dam-
age is not known at this stage.
The lubricant blending and
packing plant at Taloja is
functional only between 8.30
am and 5 pm daily, after which
the power supply is shut
down. At 1.30 am, the night se-
curity personnel noticed
sparks at the site. Our in-built
fire fighting systems immedi-
ately started functioning to
controlthedamage,” said Jha.

“Lube oil is basically a ‘C’
class petroleum product, and
soitisnothighly inflammable
like refined petrol or diesel.

¥

TAMING AN INFERNO: According

to officials, a short-circuit may
have triggered the mishap

The quick and effective re-
sponse of the fire brigade was
commendable” he added.

Meanwhile, fire officials
pointed that preliminary
study of thesiteindicated that
the blaze could have been trig-
gered by a short-circuit. They
also estimated that around 2
lakh litres of lube oil could
have been destroyed in the ac-
cident. However, Jha counter-
ed that they still have to calcu-
late the extent of loss.

DCP Ankush Shinde, who
was also present at the spot re-
called that they were very con-
cernedatthesightand sounds
of oil drums exploding in the
fire. “However, the firemen
managed to douse it in time,”
hesaid.
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