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| Thane: A mystery fire de-
- stroyed Vidyut Metallics, a
] uranmri.ng Su-

- permax hlades, early on Mon-

day and reduced to ruin all
10 zodowns, production units
and machinery valued at
croves of rupees,

At the time of the five, 70
workers were on the premis-
@s for their night shift but
wers evacuated safely before
the hlaze spread, chief fire of-
ficer Vijay Valdya said,

The factory 1s located on
a prime locality at Wagle in-
dustrial estate. The company
has for long been involved in
a dispute with its labour
ymion, which had opposed the

ment's move to relo-

. gate the unit to Himachal

. Pradesh.

According to Vaidya, only
: apolice probe would unrav-
i el the mystery “It's a strange
: caseas the blaze started at six
i different spots almost simul-
i taneously at around 2 am. An
i investigation by the police
i will help determine the real

: repagon for the fire,” Vaidya

told TOL.

- Repeated attempts to con-
: tact the top management of
: Vidyut Metallies failed to elic-

i it any regponse. HR manag-

er Subhash Choudhary in-

. sisted on knowing the desig-
i nationof this correspondent
| when asked for an official

statement and subsequently
claimed that Choudhary was
in a meeting.
Vaidya said the fire ripped
through and boiler
units. The flames brought
down a three-storeyed struc-
ture-as the iron girders gave
way because of the heat.
More than 50 firefighters
battled the blaze as private
water tankers were brought
throughout the night to douse
the flames. Shiv Sena MLA
Wkmath Shinde, mayor Ashok
Vaiti and Congress corpora-
{or Manej Shinde assisted lo-
eals and the fire brigade in
retrigving boxes of finished

REDUCED TO ASHES: Production
units and machinery vaiued at
crores of rupees were destroyed
at the Wagle industrial estate.
All the workers were evacuated

goods and some machinery
It took the fire brigade

personnel more than seven

hours to bring the flames un-
der control. “We used foam
to extinguish the fire as there
were a lot of inflammable
things such as corrugated
boxes, plastic granules and
aven two diesel tanks, How-
ever, we managed to rast'ict
the fire to the premises,”
Vaidva added.

As a precautionary meas- :

ure, the authorities had evac-
nated residents of the 70-plus
hutments, which had come

up around the company i

premises.
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HinMgran Times 2F0pPn] 2ol
For 16 hours, fire rages at £
Thane razor packaging unit

H'I.'E_urrbf:mi_m_nfan'l und floor of the factory. has been registered at the

= hmetrehindstanlimes caf T were plasties, corrugat-  Wagle Iistate police station. We

 ed boxes due to which the fire will carry out a separate
THANE: A twin-blade razor  spread tothe first floor: There  detailed nvestigation into this,”
packaging unit of Vidhyut —was a diesel tank, which we said Dy Vinaykumar Rathod,
Metallics Pyt Ltd in Wagle were able to save from the fire.” assistant commissioner of police:
Fstate was gutted in five that uyyelve fire tenders from  (Wagle division of Zone V).
broke out around 2 am on Thane, two each from Navi Roshan Nazereth, general

!I.'Il];nﬂ&}‘: v e -4 ﬂ:ﬂd.ﬂ-ﬂﬂ ! i_'.lr‘-.:-.'- ] |||| g }i_‘jf
T fre raged n for near- _rom Mira-Bhayander were the company, said, Dur St
IF 16 hﬂlﬂ'ﬂ- ﬁl_u._-':_f;.f; o . ¥ .‘:_ ""E.- ,’. i '. E—- Thm 15 caleu tu‘lﬁﬂlﬂ-{ltﬂﬂf
were reportédyPire officinls  werenoworkersatthe unithar- = hefirm employs nearly
aaid that preliminary reports ping security officials. Residents workers, mostly women, at the
suggested it was caused due of nearby chawls were evacu- packaging unit. Bome workers
to a short eircuit, ated” said deputy fire officer  and fire officials raised doubts
“Tha cange layet tobe ascer-  (Thane) Arvind Mandke, on why it took so long to douse

tained, The fire broke out in the “4 peport of accidental fire the blaze.

« Firemen try to douse the blaze that broke out at a razor packaging unit of Vidhyut Metallics in Thane's
Wagle Estate on Monday morning. PRAFUL GANBURDE
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